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Gulf war vets’ group says documents
support claims toxins caused illnesses

ASSOCIATED PRESS

-IRVING — Gulf war veterans
presented evidence Sunday they
say refules the federal govern-
menl's asserlion that they were
nol exposed to chemical and bio-
logical agents during the 1990-
1991 war,

‘The group released recently
declassified Departmenl of De-
fense documents obtained
through the federal Freedom of
Informalion Act that mention ex-
posures to such agents during the
war.

Among the documenis were
Operation Desert Storm com-
mand log entries from January
and March 1991,

A Jan. 20 entry says Czecho-
slovakian troops had detected
chemical agenls “flowing down
from (actory/storage ([acility
that had been) bombed in Iraq.

Predictably, this has become/is
going Lo become a problem.”

Scores of gull war vels allend-
ed a weekend conlerence here
sponsored by lhe National Task
Force of Deserl Storm Velerans
Group.

Of the 697,000 Lroops who
served in the war, about 6 per-
cent, or 43,000, have reporled ail-
imenls,

The symptoms of all bul 15
percent can be allribulted to
known illnesses. President Clin-
ton has said he will devole §20
million to study the problem.

Another log entry daled Jan,
18 tracked a Iraqi Scud missile
attack on the Israeli cities of Tel
Aviv, Haila and Nazareth.

“‘Israeli police confirmed
nerve gas,” the log stales.

“Look at Lhal. IL says 'con-
firmed," nol ‘reported,”” said
Paul Sullivan, president of Gulf

War Velerans of Georgia,

Pentagon spokesman Navy
Cmdr. Chuck Franklin denied
thal there is a cover-up. "There

still are unanswered queslions
aboul what is causing the iliness-
es of gulf war vels," he said.

The log entries are particular-
ly disturbing, he said, in light of a
May 1994 Department of Defense
memorandum senl Lo velerans
Lhat said; “There is no informa-
tion, classilied or unclassified,
thal indicales that chemical or
biological weapons were used in
the Persian Gull.” The letter was
signed by John Shalikashvili,
chairman of the Joint Chiels of
Staff, and Delense Secretary Wil-
liam Perry.,

“We have documenls thal con-
lirm” the agenls were present.
Sullivan said. "The Departmenl
of Delense has only denials.”™



